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ster has never been excelled. The effect of that
exordium, delivered as he alone could have deliv-
ered it, must have been appalling. He was ac-
cused of having been brought into the case to
hurry the jury beyond the law and evidence, and
his whole speech was certainly calculated to drive
any body of men, terror-stricken by his eloquence,
wherever he wished them to go. Mr. Webster did
not have that versatility and variety of eloquence
which we associate with the speakers who have pro-
duced the most startling effect upon that complex
thing called a jury. He never showed that rapid
alternation of wit, humor, pathos, invective, sub-
limity, and ingenuity which have been character-
istic of the greatest advocates. Before a jury as
everywhere else he was direct and simple. He
awed and terrified jurymen; he convinced their
reason ; but he commanded rather than persuaded,
and carried them with him by sheer force of elo-
quence and argument, and by his overpowering
personality.

The extravagant admiration which Mr. Web-
ster excited among his followers has undoubtedly
exaggerated his greatness in many respects; but,
high as the praise bestowed upon him as an ora-
tor has been, in that direction at least he has cer-
tainly not been overestimated. The reverse rather
is true. Mr. Webster was, of course, the great-
est orator this country has ever produced. Patrick
Henry's fame rests wholly on tradition. The